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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAN JO 01918 202357Z 
72 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-16 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 SWF-02 AGR-20 PA-04 USIA-15 

PRS-01 SP-03 DRC-01 /092 W 

096906 

R 202336Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7076 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 1918 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, CS 

SUBJECT: UNITED FRUIT WORKERS VOTE TO STRIKE, BUT 
WALKOUT STILL SOMETIME OFF 

REF: SAN JOSE A-72 

ACCORDING TO UNOFFICIAL PRES REPORTS, 95 PCNT OF THE NEARLY 
4,000 UNITED FRUIT BANANA WORKERS PARTICIPATING IN THE 
MAY 17 PLEBISCITE VOTED IN FAVOR OF STRIKING THE COMPANY. 
THE LOCAL LABOR JUDGE HAS NOT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THE 
RESULTS, HOWEVER, AND THE COMPANY IS ATTEMPTING TO HAVE 
THE VOTING ANNULLED ON THE GROUNDS THAT THE WORKERS 
ALLEGEDLY STAGED AN ILLEGAL WALKOUT ON THE DAY OF THE 
PLEBISCITE. THIS LATEST DELAYING TACTIC OF THE COMPANY 
WILL PROBABLH NAIL, BUT EVEN WHEN THE JUDGE DECLARES THE 
OFFICIAL RESULTS, A STRIKE COULD BE AS MUCH AS SEVERAL 
WEEKS OFF. FIRST, A LABOR CODE REQUIREMENT THAT A LABOR 
MINISTRY APPOINTED CONCILIATION COMMISSION MAKE A LAST 
ATTEMPT TO GET THE TWO SIDES TOGETHER MUST BE SATISFIED, 

A FORMALITY THAT COULD LAST FROM ONE TO THREE WEEKS. 
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